
Junior English (American Literature)  Summer Reading Program    2019-
2020 
Ms. Hughes                     
 
The goals of the summer reading program are to encourage students to read, improve their reading skills, 
and to prepare for the school year ahead. Students who read are can improve their academic success and, 
for that reason, summer reading is essential. 
 

1. All students are required to participate in the summer reading program.  
2. All Juniors must read ONE classic text and ONE contemporary texts, for a total of 2 novels, 

minimum.  
3. All juniors will complete the Summer Reading Double Entry Journal Assignment by the end of our 

first full week back to school; no late assignments will be accepted.  
4. The Double Entry Journals will be worth an essay grade in your Junior English course for the first 

quarter. Please see the Summer Reading Double Entry Journal Assignment document for further 
details. 

5. All juniors will write a guided research paper connecting your summer reading to the text, How to 
Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas Forster due by mid-quarter. This will be done in class 
beginning our first week back. 

 
Please read and follow the directions below to complete the double-entry journal and response prompt 
assignments. 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
Double Entry Journal: The left side of your table must contain at least eight quotations from the reading 
with page numbers noted.  Should you wish to refer to a particularly large selection, you may paraphrase it. 
 
The right side of your table must comment on each of these eight points.  Your right side can respond to 
questions such as: 

 What strikes you about this? 
 What was your first thought when you read this? And then? And then? 
 What does this passage/idea make you think of or remember? 
 Do you want to challenge or qualify this author’s claim? In what ways do you agree with it? 

Disagree? 
 What else have you read/heard/experienced that connects with this author’s ideas? 
 Does something confuse you or lead to further questions? 
 How do you feel about this? 

 
Using the template below, type out your responses (or print and hand write) and have completed 
assignment prepared to turn in the first week of school.  This assignment is meant to help you analyze the 
text – similar to textual annotation AND prepare you so that you are able to talk about your selected 
passages in class; keep track of which passages you wrote about. You will use ONLY your notes to complete 
in class assignments therefore; the more detailed your notes the better. When we grade these, we will be 
looking for detail.  The best way to guarantee earning full credit for this assignment is to comment fully on 
your passages.   
 
Guided Research Prompts:  Select ONE prompt to think about while you read this summer. This prompts 
will also function as the prompt for your guided research paper assignment for the first quarter. Type your 
response to the prompt below or answer the prompt on a separate piece of paper.  A complete response 
will be three paragraphs or more. Paragraph one: your overall thought(s) on the question. Paragraph two: 
textual evidence from the classic text to support paragraph one. Paragraph two: textual evidence from the 
contemporary text to support paragraph one. 



1. Describe how memory, symbol, and pattern are important for a “language of reading.” Describe 
specific symbols used and how it is significant in your texts. Provide textual evidence from your text 
to support your claims. 
 

2. “There’s no such thing as a wholly original work of literature” and “there’s only one story”. To what 
extent do you agree or disagree with these statements? Provide textual evidence from your text to 
support your claims. 

3. “We want strangeness in our stories, but we want familiarity too”. Explain this paradox. How does 
this idea help you to think more about the significance of allusions in your two texts? Provide textual 
evidence from your text to support your claims. 
 

4. Explore some of the different atmospherics and moods that are created by weather such as rain and 
snow, and explain how they effect a text. Do they often have contradictory effects? Provide textual 
evidence from your text to support your claims. 

 
5. What is intertextuality? Identify and explain some examples of “this dialogue between old texts and 

new”. What is an archetype? Explain how intertextuality and archetype support the statement: 
“There’s only one story.” Provide textual evidence from your text to support your claims. 
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Classics (Pick One) 
 The Scarlet Letter, by Nathaniel Hawthorne 
 Red Badge of Courage by Stephen Crane 
 The Awakening by Kate Chopin 
 Our Town by Thornton Wilder  
 Twelve Years a Slave by Solomon Northup 
 The Call of the Wild by Jack London 
 A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemingway 
 The Bell Jar by Sylvia Plath 
 Walden or Life in the Woods by Henry David Thoreau 
 Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neal Hurston 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Contemporary (Pick One) 

 The Kite Runner, by Khaled Hosseini 
 The Joy Luck Club, by Amy Tan 
 Slaughterhouse Five by Kurt Vonnegut 
 Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 
 The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison 
 The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chbosky 
 The Road by Cormac McCarthy 
 Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury 
 Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison 
 The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon 
 Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane Satrapi 
 Kindred by Octavia Butler 
 Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi 
 The Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead 
 Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe by Benjamin Alire Saenz 

 


